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ANOTHER  UPGRADED  10  LITIJ  BANKNOTE  ISSUED  NOVEMBER  26 


In  what  has  to  be  a record  number  of 
times  that  a Lithuanian  banknote  design  has 
been  reissued,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  on 
November  26,  2001  released  into  circulation 
new  2001 -dated  10  litij  banknotes  featuring  an 
upgraded  version  of  well  known 
Darius-Girenas  design  of  artist  Giedrius 
Jonaitis.  This  is  the  fourth  time  such  a banknote 
has  been  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  the 
previous  versions  being  dated:  1991,  1993,  and 
1997. 

The  new  note  was  produced  at  the  Swiss 
security  printers  Orell  Fussli  Security  Printing, 
Ltd.,  which  also  produced  the  2000-dated  100 
litij  banknote.  The  new  note  contains'  various 
new  security  features  as  an  upgrade  from 
previous  versions.  The  serial  letters  and 
numbers  start  at  the  beginning  with 
AAOOOOOOO. 

The  higher  security  features  in 
Lithuanian  banknotes  is  a goal  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  which  also  plans  to  issue  an 
upgraded  version  of  the  50-litij  banknote 
featuring  Jonas  Basanavicius  in  the  first  quarter 
of  2003. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  older  1993 
and  1997-dated  10  litq  banknotes  will  remain  in 
circulation  as  legal  tender. 

The  face  features  the  famed  Lithuanian 
pilots  Steponas  Darius  and  Stasys  Girenas.  The 
date  “2001”  appears  in  small  print  above  the 
center  numeral  “10,”  and  below  that  is  the 
signature  of  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania,  “R.  Sarkinas,”  for 
“Reinoldijus  Sarkinas.”  The  colors  on  the  face 
are  orange,  green,  violet,  and  blue. 

The  back  features  their  airplane 
“Lituanica”  above  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  A world 
globe  style  map  appears  in  the  background 


featuring  North  America  and  Europe.  Meridian  lines  are  present 
as  part  of  the  globe-like  design.  The  colors  on  the  back  are  light 
brown,  violet,  and  blue. 


The  note  measures  the  same  as  other  Lithuanian 
banknotes,  135  x 65  mm.  The  security  features  of  the  banknote, 
as  printed  in  a news  release  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  are  as 
follows: 

1.  Special  paper  of  white  color  characterized  by  a 
specific  crackle,  non-fluorescent  under  ultraviolet  light. 

2.  Watermark— a multi-tonal  emblem  of  the  state  (Vytis). 

3.  A security  thread  with  the  repeated  microtext  10  LTL, 
fluorescent  under  ultraviolet  light  in  rainbow  colors. 

4.  Microperforation  of  the  denomination  numeral  10 
visible  when  the  note  is  held  up  to  the  light.  On  both  sides  of  the 
banknote,  the  microperf orated  area  does  not  contain  punched 

out  paper  fragments  that  could  be  distinguished  by  touch. 

(Continued  on  page  5...) 


Dr.  JONAS  BASANAVICIUS  REMEMBERED 
2001  COMMEMORATIVE  50  LITIJ  COIN 

Lithuania’s  patriarch  of  the  National  Movement  of  the  late 
1^  and  early  20th  century.  Dr.  Jonas  Basanavicius  (1851-1927) 
was  remembered  on  a .925  silver  50  litij  proof  coin  issued  for 
release  on  November  19,  2001  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 
Presentation  ceremonies  were  held  a few  days  earlier  on 
November  16  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  Museum. 

The  coin  measures  38.61  mm.  in  diameter  and  weighs 
28.28  gr.  It  was  minted  at  the  Mint  of  Lithuania  in  Vilnius.  The 
graphic  design  of  the  coin  was  made  by  Ruta  Nicajiene,  while  the 
model  sculpture  was  made  by  Jonas  Belevicius.  This  marks  the 
first  time  that  a Lithuanian  coin  was  designed  by  a woman.  The 
coin  has  a mintage  of  2,0(X)  pieces,  and  the  issue  price  in 
Lithuania  was  90  litai  (U.S.  $22.50)  with  added  surcharges  on 
sales  abroad. 

Dr.  Basanavicius  was  previously  featured  on  Lithuania’s 
pre-War  Y-12  1936  .500  silver  5 litai  coin  designed  by  Juozas 
Zikaras  and  minted  in  Kaunas  with  a mintage  of  2,612,000.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  Lithuanian  collectable  coins  ever  minted 
and  is  easily  obtainable. 

The  obverse  features  the  contemporary  Vytis  national 
emblem  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania,  with  the  legend  appearing 
on  the  top,  “LIETUVA  2001  50  LITIJ.”  The  “LMK”  mintmark  of 
the  Mint  of  Lithuania  appears  below  the  Vytis  emblem. 

The  bottom  third  of  the  coin  features  portions  of 
newspaper/magazine  titles  which  Dr.  Basanavicius  wrote  for,  and 
the  Lithuanian  Declaration  of  Restoration  of  Independence. 

The  reverse  of  the  new  coin  departs  from  traditional 
images  of  the  patriarch,  and  features  a close-up  view  on  the  right 
side  of  the  coin  facing  left.  Dr.  Basanavicius  almost  bears  a 
resemblance  to  “Santa  Claus”  in  this  depiction.  The  legend  reads 
vertically  on  the  left  with  the  dates  “1851-1927”  and  his  signature 
“J.  Basanavicius”  above. 

The  edge  of  the  coin  carries  the  inscription,  “KAD 
AUSRAI  AUSTANT  PRASVISTIJ  IR  LIETUVOS  DVASIA,” 
which  translates,  “So  that  the  Spirit  of  Lithuania  brightens  up  with 
the  coming  dawn,”  a reference  to  Dr.  Basanavicius’  classic 
national  awareness  publication  “Ausra”  or  “Auszra”  as  it  was 
known  then. 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  issued  a brochure  promoting  the 
coin,  which  also  contained  a narrative  written  by  Dr.  Rimantas 
Miknys  about  the  life  of  Dr.  Basanavicius.  It  is  reproduced  here  in 
The  Knight  beginning  on  page  4. 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  plans  to  issue  a commemorative  10 
litu  coin  in  early  2002  designed  by  Rimantas  Eidejus  to 
commemorate  the  750th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  port 
city  of  Klaipeda. 


LEFT:  Y-12  1936 
5 Litai  featuring  Dr. 
Jonas  Basanavicius. 


WANT /FOR  SALE  ADS  FREE  TO 
LNA  MEMBERS 

Got  anything  to  sell?  Do  you  need 
something?  This  is  a reminder  that  as  a 
member  of  the  LNA  you  can  list  your 
Lithuanian  numismatic  items  for  sale  here 
in  The  Knight  on  page  10.  Clean  out  your 
collector  closet  and  sell  your  stuft  here! 


3. 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 

DETROIT,  MICHIGAN  “LITHUANIA  LUNCH ’’  TOKEN 


“Lithuania  Lunch”  token,  circa  1928 
Metal  content:  Aluminum 
Shape:  Round 
Diameter:  19  mm. 

Catalog  Number:  Cunningham  #225L18A 

In  the  past  year  in  this  column  we’ve 
featured  several  fascinating 

Lithuanian-American  tokens  issued  and  used  in 
the  early  20th  century.  This  month  we  go  to  the 
Motor  City,  Detroit  Michigan,  and  feature  a 
token  used  used  in  the  late  1920s  by  the  Detroit 
Lithuanian  Club,  located  at  9243  Russell  St. 

Many  Lithuanians  came  to  Detroit  to 
work  for  Henry  Ford  on  the  assembly  line  at 
the  beginning  of  the  20th  century.  They  were 
immigrant  and  unskilled  labor  Lithuanians  who 
“moved  from  the  coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania 
and  West  Virginia  and  Canadian  farms  and 
forests  after  the  daily  wage  went  up  to  $5  in 
1913,”  states  the  Encyclopedia  Lituanica.  The 
1920  U.S.  Census  reported  2,653  Lithuanians  in 
the  city,  which  increased  to  6,240  in  1940. 

The  Encyclopedia  Lituanica  states, 
“Over  50  organizations  were  formed  by  the  old 
immigrant  generation  to  foster  national  cultural 
activities.”  Even  today  there  are  still  Lithuanian 
organizations  and  churches  in  the  greater 
Detroit  area  and  suburbs.  One  such  place  is 
Camp  Dainava,  located  60  miles  west  of 
Detroit  between  Manchester  and  Napoleon, 
Michigan,  and  founded  by  Detroit  Lithuanians. 
Here  various  Lithuanian  youth  and  adult  camps 
are  held  during  the  summer  months. 

The  1928-29  Detroit  City  Directory  lists 
the  Detroit  Lithuanian  Club  at  9243  Russell  St. 
President  was  Adam  Straijis,  with  Peter  Chane, 
secretary.  This  group  was  the  predecessor  of 
the  Detroit  Lithuanian  Darius-Girenas  Club. 
Lithuanian  food  was  definately  served  here,  as 
the  token  attests. 

The  obverse  design  is  surrounding  by  a 
rim  of  fine  denticles.  The  legend  states: 
“LITHUANIA  LUNCH  9243  RUSSELL  ST.” 
The  reverse,  also  contained  within  fine 
denticles,  declares,  “GOOD  FOR  5fi  IN 
TRADE.” 


The  token  is  listed  in  Paul  Cunningham’ 
“Michigan  Trade  Tokens,”  and  this  collector  had  the 
fortune  to  purchase  a couple  at  a recent  Michigan  Token 
and  Medal  Society  “swap  meet.”  Do  any  of  our  readers 
have  other  Lithuanian-American  tokens  in  their 
collections?  Let  us  share  that  information  with  our 
members  here  in  The  Knight! 


50  LITAS  COIN 
TO  MARK  THE  NEW  MILLENNIUM 

Silver  925 
Diameter  38.61  mm; 
Weight  28.28  g 
The  words  on  the  edge: 
SALVE  NO VUM MILLENNIUM 
Designed  by:  Rytas  Belevicius 
Mintage  3000  pcs 
Year  2000 
$75 


1999 

.999  GOLD 
10  litif 
$95.00 

50  LITV  SILVER  PROOFS: 

$75  EACH. 

2001  (New)  Bishop  Valancius 

2000  Vytautas  the  Great 
2000  Great  art  of  Artillery 
1998  Adomas  Mickevicius 


2000  Lithuanian 
Proof  set  (6  coins)  $25 


BALZEKAS  MUSEUM  OF  LITHUANIAN  CULTURE 
GIFT  SHOP,  6500  S.  PULASKI  RD.,  CHICAGO,  IL 
60629.  (773)  583-6500.  E-mail:  Lithuanian-museum.org. 
Shipping:  $5.00  up  to  $50;  $6.00  up  to  $100;  $8  over  $100.  Illinois 
residents  add  8.75%  sales  tax. 
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Jonas  K.  Karys 


By 


Continued  from  last  issue.... 


English  translation  by 


V.L.G.  IMatelis 


TOLERANCIJA/TOLERANCE.  Allowance,  sufferance,  patience.  The  largest  legal  deviation  from  the  required  size. 
The  permitted  divergence  from  the  weight,  measure,  and  gauge  of  the  norm.  The  unavoidable  variance  from  the  legally 
established  weight  and  purity  standards.  In  Independent  Lithuania,  the  permitted  tolerance  in  coins  was:  Gold  coins,  up  to 
0.0025  in  weight  and  0.002  purity;  Silver  coins,  up  to  0.010  in  weight  and  0.005  in  purity;  other  metals,  up  to  0.020  in  weight 
and  0.009  purity.  The  1 -litas  silver  purity  could  slope  to  0.007.  No  gold  coins  were  struck. 

TOMANAS/TOMAN.  The  name  for  Persian,  now  Iranian  (the  change  occurred  in  1935)  silver  unit  (formerly  of  10 
krans,  now  the  rial),  and  a gold  coin  valued  at  one  toman. 

TRIENS/TRIENS  (From  the  Latin  for  three.  Plural,  trientes).  A.  An  ancient  Roman  copper  coin,  valued  at  1/3  of  an 
As.  B.  A gold  coin  valued  at  1/3  of  a solidus,  struck  by  the  Roman  Empire  of  Valerian  (254-260)  in  the  east.  Later  (6th-7th 
centuries)  imitated  by  the  Merovingians  and  called  tremissis. 

TRIGRASIS/3-GRASIS.  1.  The  silver  coin  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  consisting  of  3 groshes.  It  was  instituted 
by  Grand  Duke  Sigismund  August.  The  first  issue  was  struck  at  the  Vilnius  Mint  in  1546.  It  weighed  about  2.670  gr.,  with  the 
silver  content  at  about  0.875.  This  was  followed  by  two  different  types  of  Sigismund  August’  3-groshes:  another  3 gr.  weight 
of  the  same  content  in  purity  as  the  first;  and  by  one,  of  7 gr.,  but  more  than  half  lower  purity  (0.345).  Other  than  3-groshes, 
this  denomination  coin  was  also  called  “patreini.”  Abroad,  they  were  “ternaris,”  while  the  heaviest  of  them  was  also  known  as 
“ditka,”  which  in  the  region  of  Prussia  and  in  Prussia,  became  “ditk?.”  Later  in  Lithuania,  the  3-grasis  was  struck  by  Stephan 
Bathory,  Sigismund  Vaza  (during  his  reign,  in  addition  to  the  round  coins,  in  1602,  one  was  issued  diamond- shaped,  known  as 
a “klipa),  John  Casimir  and  August  II  (the  Saxon),  but  in  no  case  was  the  weight  or  content  equal  the  former  coins.  For 
example,  John  Casimir’s  3-grasis  weighed  just  about  2 gr.,  and  its  purity  level  dropped  to  0.375.  August  II’s  3-grasis  was 
struck  in  Gardinas  in  1706,  when  the  ruler,  expelled  from  Sweden,  was  in  fact  neither  the  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  nor  the 
King  of  Poland.  But  the  Grand  Duchy’s  treasurer,  L.  Paciejus,  loyal  to  him,  abrogated  to  himself  the  entire  responsibility  for 
the  issuance  of  this  coin,  and  placed  his  initials  L.  P.  upon  it.  With  the  arrival  in  power  of  Lescinski,  the  circulation  of  the 
Gardinas  3-grasis  (and  the  sestokas)  was  prohibited.  Smarting  under  this  prohibition,  the  public  rephrased  the  initials  of  the 
Treassurer  Paciejus,  L.  P.  into  “ludu  placz”  (weep,  people).  The  3-grasis  of  August  Il-Paciejus  proved  to  be  last  on  three 
counts:  it  was  the  lightest  of  all  3-grasiai  (1.300  gr.  in  weight,  purity  barely  0.250);  the  last  of  the  Grand  Duchy’s  3-grasis; 
and  the  last  of  all  legal  historical  Lithuanian  coins.  2.  The  3-grosh  piece  of  the  Polish  kingdom,  earlier  of  silver,  finally  quite 
depreciated.  In  the  18th  century,  it  became  a copper  coin,  struck  continuously  from  the  days  of  Sigismund  the  Elder 
(introduced  in  1528)  with  interruptions,  until  the  middle  of  the  19th  century.  Any  found  in  Lithuania  were  also  known  as 
trigrashes.  The  Germans  termed  them  “Duttchen.” 


LDK-ty.stcs  trigra.siai:  1,  Zyu.  AuKusto  (Liotuvojc  pirmulini.s) ; 2,  to  pa- 
ties  Valdovo  trigra.sis  - didka  bci  ditkc;  3,  Stepono  Batoro;  4,  ZyR.  Vazos 
triRr.-klipa;  paskutini.s  Lioluvos  triRrasis.  kald.  AuRusto  Sakso  vardu 
Gardinc. 


TRINTINE  NUOTRAUKATRUBBED  COPY.  In  the  absence  of  photographic  apparatus,  a rubbed  copy  may  be  ^ 
produced  as  follows:  a well-cleaned  coin  is  placed  upon  a rough  base.  Upon  it  is  spread  a white  paper,  slightly  dampened. 
Holding  everything  in  place  with  the  left  hand,  press  lightly  coin  with  the  fleshy  part  of  the  thumb  and  rub  the  coin.  The 
paper  will  adhere  to  the  coin  and  its  design  will  begin  to  appear.  Finally,  a lead  pencil  is  substituted  for  the  thumb,  and  it  is 
carefully  rubbed  further  until  a picture  appears  in  the  required  exposure  of  all  the  coin’s  details. 

TRIUMVIR  MONETALIS/TRIUMVIR  MONEYER.  Each  of  the  three  officials  of  ancient  Rome  delegated  to  the 
production  and  control  of  the  coinage.  Originally,  there  were  always  three,  and  their  coinage  was  signed  “III  VIR.”  In 
Caesar’s  time,  (44  BC),  this  association  was  increased  to  4 (inscribed  on  coins  as  IIII  VIR),  but  Augustus  apparently  was 
satisfied  with  three,  since  the  coins  of  the  era  from  19  to  15  BC  were  engraved  “III  VIR.”  In  addition  to  the  inscriptions 
mentioned,  there  was  also  included  the  name  of  ranking,  “virdi}.” 

TUGRIKAS  (Tuhrik).  The  Mongolian  monetary  unit,  a silver  coitlequal  to  100  mungas  (and  also,  to  the  USSR  ruble). 

UNCIJ A/Ounce.  (Latin-uncia).  1.  A 12th  part  of  the  measure  of  length,  width,  and  capacity  in  ancient  Rome,  as  well 
as  a 12th  of  the  Roman  pound,  libros  (about  27.290  gr.).  From  Rome  it  spread  into  Europe,  and  later,  with  Europeans,  it 
arrived  in  America.  In  the  U.S.  as  in  England,  it  is  now  used  as  a commercial  pound  (avoirdupois),  equal  to  12  drachmas,  or 
about  28.350  gr.  Other  “ounces”  are  current  in  Anglo-Saxon  countries:  to  weigh  jewels  or  precious  metals  (the  Troy  ounce), 
31.1035  gr.,  fluids-about  29.570  gr.  In  ancient  Germany,  the  ounce  quailed  2 lutes,  1/16  of  a pound,  and  later,  31.25  gr.  In 
Russia  and  Lithuania,  prior  to  the  1st  World  War,  ini  pharmacies,  there  was  used  an  ounce  equal  to  29.860  gr.  2.  The  ancient 
Roman  copper  coin  equal  to  1/12  of  an  As. 

UNIKUMAS/Unique.  The  sole  available  rarity  of  one  kind  or  another.  The  only  coin,  medal,  token,  banknote,  etc., 
specimen  known  to  numismatic  science. 

URSULES  TALERIS/Ursula’s  Taler.  A German  silver  ocin,  struck  in  Koeln  in  1512,  1516.  On  its  reverse  there  was 
pictured  a boat  on  the  river,  bringing  St.  Ursula  and  her  companions  into  Koeln,  where  she  was  later  martyred. 

VALCAI/Waltzing  Coins.  A “pressing”  machine,  invented  in  the  Tyrol  in  the  16th  century,  upon  which  a metal 
planchet  was  placed  between  two  swinging  cylinders,  upon  one  of  which  was  inscribed  one  of  the  coins  faces,  and  upon  the 
other,  the  second.  When  those  sides  were  pressed  together,  the  “pressed”  coins  had  to  be  cut  out  of  the  plate.  From  4 to  6 of 
larger  coins  had  be  “waltzed”  at  one  time,  and  of  the  smaller,  up  to  19.  However,  it  was  difficult  to  produce  uniform  and 
beautiful  coins  by  “waltzing.”  The  dies  would  flatten  out  quickly.  An  unevenly  calendered  plate  would  cause  striking 
differences  in  weight  of  the  same  series  or  type  coins.  Finally,  they  came  out  of  the  “waltzing”  somewhat  oval.  There  were 
other  deficiencies.  Notwithstanding  all  that,  this  machine  continued  to  turn  work  in  some  countries  coin  mints  for  hundreds  of 
years.  For  instance,  in  Austria,  it  was  used  from  1566  to  1765. 

VALIUT A/Standard  or  Par.  A legal  monetary  system,  public  means  of  payment  and  exheange,  to  include  coins, 
banknotes,  and  government  paper.  The  exchange  rate  set  by  various  countries  relating  to  their  monetary  units  (Parity).  In 
modem  times,  norms  have  been  tested  and  agreed  upon.  Gold,  silver,  and  both  of  these  metals,  bi-metallic  and  paper.  The 
first  three  units  of  monetary  value  are  supported  by  precious  metal  in  one  form  or  another.  The  fourth  method,  by  authority 
of  the  government,  by  force  and  compulsion.  For  example,  in  Hitler  Germany,  in  Red  China,  the  U.S.S.R. 

VALYMAS/Cleaning  Coins.  The  cleaning  of  historical  coins  is  a most  responsible  task.  It  is  unwise  to  clean 
numismatic  discoveries,  until  one  is  completely  aware  of  how  and  by  what  means  this  can  be  successfully  accomplished.  The 
best  advisor  and  associate  is  an  expert  in  the  craft  and  the  latest  literature. 

VARDINE  MONETOS  PUSE/Obverse  Side.  French,  avers.,  German,  vorderseite.  The  obverse  is  that  side  which 
bears  the  more  meaningful  design:  the  basic  design,  a god’s  picture  in  ancient  times,  the  initials  of  the  ruler,  or  issuer  or  other 
person’s  portrait,  the  most  characteristic  inscription  or  legend  of  the  monetary  symbol.  The  other  side  is  the  reverse. 
French-revers,  German,  rueckseite.  The  Lithuanian  Republic  (1918-1940)  obverse  sides  are  those  on  which  appear  Vytautas, 
President  Smetona,  Dr.  Basanavicius  portraits,  or  the  denomination  legends  (1  litas,  2,  5 litai,  I cent,  50  cents). 

VARINE  MONETA/Copper  Coin.  Every  coin  which  is  struck  of  oepper  (it  rarely  appears  in  a pure  state)  or  from  a 
metal  bar  containing  over  95%  copper.  A similar  bar  containing  95%  or  less  is  considered  and  called  bronze,  and  coins  struck 
from  it— bronze  coins. 

VARINIAI  SILINGAJ/Coper  Shillings.  The  first  copper  coins  of  the  Grand  Duchy,  struck  in  the  second  half  of  the 
17th  century,  during  the  reign  of  John  Casimir.  (Continued  next  issue...) 


1 1 1 HI  ANIAN  ORDERS  AND  DECORATIONS  BOOK  PUBLISHED 


A new  tHH>k  has  been  published  which  is  destined  to 
become  THE  authorative  bwk  on  pre-World  War  II  Lithuanian 
military  and  government  awards,  medals  and  decorations.  This 
masterpiece  is  entitled,  “Uz  Nuopelnus  Lietuvai/For  Merits  to 
Lithuania,”  and  is  authored  by  Vilius  Kavaliauskas  (b.  1951). 
Mr.  Kavaliauskas  is  a professional  journalist  and  the  author  of 
several  books  in  the  field  of  awards.  An  expert  in  this  field,  he 
was  part  of  the  team  that  preparfed  the  project  of  the  Law  on 

Lithuanian  State  Awards  in  2001. 

The  book  was  published  by  Vaga  in  Vilnius,  Lithuania, 
2001.  It  is  printed  on  large  glossy  S'A  x 1 T/2  size  high  quality 
glossy  paper,  and  is  hard-cover  bound  with  a glossy  dust  jacket. 
It  is  approximately  U.S.  1 inch  thick,  and  contains  505  pages. 
ISBN-5-4 15- 10592-2. 

Copies  of  the  book  are  available  from  the  author  at  a 
cost  of  $35.00  each  plus  $17.00  postage  from  Lithuania.  For 
book  collectors  there  are  numbered  copies  for  an  additional  $5 
fee.  You  can  reach  Vilius  through  his  e-mail  address  at: 
kavaliauskas@aiva.lt,  or  by  writing  him:  Vilius  Kavaliauskas, 
31-9  Blindziu  Str.,  LT-2004  Vilnius,  Lietuva.  Contact  him  first 
to  see  if  he  has  any  left  to  sell. 

If  he  doesn’t,  then  contact  the  gift  shop  at  the  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Rd.,  Chicago, 
IL  60629.  E-mail:  giftshop@lithuanian-museum.org.  Contact 
them  for  their  price  and  shipping  information  which  will  be 
different. 

The  book  gives  the  history  of  the  Orders  and 
Decorations  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  1918-1940,  and  is 
highly  illustrated  with  both  black  and  white  and  color 
photographs.  Many  of  the  decorations  come  from  the  personal 
collection  of  the  author.  Our  own  LNA  member  Hank  Gaidis 
contributed  information  and  illustrations  for  the  book.  LNA 
member  Vince  Alones  is  also  mentioned  in  this  work  in  the 
intrtxluction. 

The  author  covers  every  decoration,  giving  the  history  of 
each,  and  including  photographs  of  the  various  class  awards  and 
varieties,  the  certificates,  listings  of  some  of  the  persons  who 
were  awarded  these  decorations,  and  sometimes  their 
photographs.  He  also  shows  drawings  and  proposed  designs  and 
related  projects.  Helpful  information  is  given  throughout  the 
text.  For  example,  the  author  illustrates  how  to  tell  the 
differences  between  an  authentic  pre-World  War  II  Life  Saving 
Cross,  and  the  later  issued  1992  and  1999  ones. 

The  author  was  able  to  make  use  of  various  archives  and 
libraries  and  photograph  collections  for  the  book,  and  is  a 
“Who’s  Who”  of  prominent  pre-World  War  II  Lithuanian 

national  figures  in  all  walks  of  life. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  some  of  the  world  leaders  who 

were  awarded  Lithuanian  decorations,  particularly  the  Order  of 
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the  Cross  of  Vytis,  1st  class:  Italian  premier  B. 
Mussolini;  Italian  King  Vittorio  Emanuelle  III; 
Belgian  King  Albert  I;  German  Field  Marshall 
P.  Von  Hindenburg;  and  other  European 
leaders  of  those  times. 

The  text  is  in  the  Lithuanian  language, 
with  bi-lingual  Lithuanian-English  captions  for 
every  illustration.  At  the  end  of  each  chapter 
there  is  an  English  summary  of  what  was 
presented  in  the  chapter  in  Lithuanian. 
Although  the  English  summaries  are  not 
completely  what  was  presented,  they  are 
however  the  best/fuller  ones  he  has  ever  seen 
short  of  an  actual  full  text  translation.  The 
author  has  taken  extra  measures  to  have 
translated  into  English  as  much  as  possible  in 
this  book  for  which  he  is  to  be  commended. 
This  will  make  the  book  easily  understandable 
to  readers  in  the  United  States. 

The  book  is  highly  introduced: 
Introductions  from  both  Lithuanian  President 
Valdas  Adamkus,  and  President  Algirdas 
Brazauskas  precede  that  of  the  author. 

This  book  will  be  an  attraction  to  not 
only  collectors  of  such  materials,  but  to  people 
interested  in  the  history  of  the  Lithuanian 
nation. 


NEWS 

Congratulations  to  LNA 
member  Tony  Tumonis  of  Arizona, 
who  received  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  “Glenn 
Smedley”  award  from  ANA 
vice-president  (now  president)  John 
Wilson  at  last  summer’s  ANA 
convention. 

Tony  is  pictured  here 
receiving  the  award,  which  was 
pictured  in  the  October  2001  issue 
of  The  Numismatist. 


Anthony  Tumonis  (left)  receives  the 
Glenn  Smedley  Memorial  Award  from 
ANA  Vice  President  John  Wilson. 


Lithuania’s  2000  KM- 124 
Sidney  Olympics  50  litij  silver  proof 
commemorative  coin  was  named  the 
Most  Artistic  Coin  in  the  Krause 
Publication  World  Coin  News  “Coin 
of  the  Year”  balloting.  The  coin  was 
designed  by  Antanas  Zukauskas  and 
features  a discus  thrower.  The 
results  were  announced  in  the 
December,  2001  issue  of  World 
Coin  News. 


Most  Artistic  Coin 


MAKING  ZEMAITE  SMILE  " 
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Eugenijus  Ivanauskas  sent  us  a couple  of  parody  Lithuanian  1 litas 
and  10  litij  “notes”  which  were  produced  as  advertising  for  communication 

V 

and  automobile  firms  in  Lithuania.  Above  we  see  a happy  Zemaite  about 
her  cell  phone,  and  an  “altered”  Darius-Girenas  10  litij  note  below. 


Neilmeskife! 

Gfiliojo  iki  2001  03  3 


Raudondvario  pi.  116  Kaunas;  Tel.  36  18  . 81;  (98)  53455 


WANTED:  More  members  for  the  LNA!  We  need  to  increase  our  membership 
with  some  fresh  members  this  year.  Please  promote  Lithuanian  numismatics  at 
your  Lithuanian  or  numismatic  club.  Give  a talk,  show  your  coins.  Sign  them  up 
and  send  us  their  membership /subscription  (only  $15).  Your  help  is  needed! 


10. 


FOR  SALE 

HISTORIC  Pre-WWII  LITHUANIAN 
COINS: 

^ -1  1925  1 Centas.  XF  some  luster.  $12. 

V-8  1925  1 Litas,  silver.  UNC  $25. 

V-7  1925  2 Litai,  silver.  UNC  $30. 

Y-8  1925  5 Litai,  silver.  XF  $18. 

Y-9  1936  1 Centas  XF  $8. 

Y-1 1 1936  5 Cental.  XF  some  luster  $14. 

Y-12  1936  5 Litai  (Basanavicius),  silver.  UNC  $25. 

Y-1 3 1936  10  Lit4  (Vytautas),  silver  XF  $20. 

Y-14  1938  10  Liti)  (Smetona),  silver  XF  $35. 

Empty  Blue  Capital  plastic  holder  for  Yl-14  set 
1925-36-38  $35.00. 

MODERN  COINS 

KM-94  1993  Darius-Girenas  10  Littj  commemorative 
UNC  $45.00. 

KM-96  1994  Song  Festival  Comm.  10  Litij  proof  $12. 
KM-97  1995  Sports  Games  10  Liti}  comm,  proof  $12. 
KM-99  1995  50  Liti^  Ciurlionis  silver  proof  $50. 

KM- 109  1997  1 Litas  Bank  Anniv.  & Jurgutis 
commemorative.  UNC  $6.00. 

KM-117  1999  1 Litas  Baltic  Way  commemorative  UNC 
$3.00. 

TOKENS 

Waukegan,  Illinois  Lithuania  Auditorium  set  of  Good 
Fors;  5,  10,  25  cts,  and  $1.00.  Aluminum.,  UNC  $15. 

PAPER  ITEMS 

Genuine  late  1930s  Lithuanian  lottery  ticket!  $10. 
1945-dated  Nazi  occupation  of  Lithuania 
commodity  Punkte  notes.  Nice  XF-AU  condition!  1 
Punkte  $35;  5 Punkte  $45;  10  Punkte  $55. 


Check  or  money  order  payable  to:  Frank 
Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224.  E-mail: 
alb*ionfp(2)hotmail.com. 


DMITRY  MARKOV  Coins  & Medals 

E-Mail: 

^ MARKOV@BANET.NET 

Specialist  in  Russian 
JH.  coins,  orders  and  medals 

5 & Eastern  Europe  incldJ 
^ Lithuania. 

■718)332-4248  P.O.  Box  950 

CA/  (718,332-8876  NEW  YORK.  N Y.  10272 
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